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[1630]. 

An Account of a fir ann fort $"Bees inth Weft-la-- 
dies, cmnmHtikatedbjr M.- 1, 

AFrietidofmine, Mohfttu* deJfiUermwt , informs 
me, max he has received frost Jimeric&i a fore of 
Hony-Comb, (of a different make from the European^ 
which is compofed of fmall Bottles, or Bladders of Wax, 
of a brownifh colour, inclining to black : being as big as 
Olives, and Inapt like the Spanifh Olives. They hang 
together in Cln.fters, almoft like a Bunch of Grapes, and 
are fo contrived, that each of them has an Aperture dur- 
ing the time of work, but it is clofed up, as foon as the 
VelTelof Wax is filled with Hony j. and then the Bees go 
to work at another Veflel. 

Their Lodgings are ordinarily taken up in a hollow 
Tree, or the Cavity of a Rock, by the Sea fide ; thefe 
being the propereft places to fecure them from fuch Ani- 
mals, as are geeedy of their Honey, and therefore likely 
to molefl them; and they have the more need of this 
Caution, becaufe they are more liable to be difturbed, 
then ordinary Bees, as having no Stings, and being ca- 
pable of doing good, but no hurt to any thing, as the 
Party that lived at Cayenne, very well knows. When the 
Combs are removed, they muft be carryed gently, and in 
the fame Pofition they lay in till you come to the place, 
where you defign to take out the Honey. 

The Honey it felf is clear, and liquid as Rock-water^, 
and hardly to be diflinguifnt from it, by the fight; when 
you would take it out, you muft pierce every bottle, with 
the Thorn of a wild Palmy era Pin, a little more then 
1 rWiff the bottom ; foi ff you pierce it lower, you find a 
bottom or fediment, whofe thicknefs would hinder it 
from running .* as you prick every Bottle, you have lome 
Yefiel ready, to receive what comes from it, My Friend 

tells 



[io3 
tells me, he thinks, the liquor rs one of the moft agreea- 
ble things in the world. If you drink tailing, the 
quantity of a goodGlafs, or about half a pint , it will 
give you 2 or "3' (tools, in about 2 hours time, accord- 
ing to the temperament of the Party ; but if you drink 
it at Meals, it dos not purge at all. 

My friend has alfo a fort of Cinnamon, which conies 
from Guardaloupe, which is whitej and another fort, 
which comes from Maragnan, which is like that of Ga- 
lon. 

He promifes to fhew me, that Ambergrife is nothing 
but the wax, mixt with the Honey, which falls into the 
Sea, and is beat about in the Waves,between the Tropics. 

He has an Ear of the (mall Meliumo£Guinee, about 10 
Inches long, made juft like the great knob of aCanej 
the Grains are no bigger then a pins head, and are very 
good to eat, the Negros making their finer Cakes of 
them. 



Monfieur Villermont having lately fent over one ofthefe 
Hony-combs ; c are has been taken, for the de/gning, and 
engraving its 'tis reprefented Fig 1. Only allowance muji 
be made for fame of the Bottles having been broken in car- 
riage. 
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